
 
 
 

2008 Centennial Conference Men's Tennis Championship Guidelines 
 
I.  TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE 
If an institution is the host of both the men and women's tournament, and said institution does not have access to 12 courts, 
the following stipulations will be utilized: 
(even-numbered years): Women will play on Friday and Saturday, while the men will play Saturday and Sunday. 
(odd-numbered years): Men will play on Friday and Saturday, while the women will play Saturday and Sunday. 
 
Saturday, April 26 
Semifinals: #1 seed vs. #4 seed; #2 seed vs. #3 seed.  Matches begin at 11 a.m. 
The top seed determines the order of the semifinal games. Conflicts will be worked out between the committee chair and the 
Conference Office.  
 
Sunday, April 27 
Final: semifinal winners, 1 p.m. 
 
in the event that play must begin on Friday, the Executive Director, in consultation with an administrator from each institution, 
will schedule play to minimize missed class time and accommodate the institutions' various academic calendars (e.g. one or 
more of the institutions may no longer be in classes) 
 
II.  THE GAMES COMMITTEE 
The Conference Office will name a games committee to assure the proper conduct of the tournament championship. The 
committee will generally be comprised of, but not limited to, the host Director of Athletics and/or Senior Woman Administrator, 
and representatives of the visiting team and the Conference Office. 
 

Games Committee Semifinals Final 

Host Administrator:   

Conference representative:    

#2 seed representative:    

#3 seed representative:    

#4 seed representative:    

 
III. INCOMPLETE TOURNAMENT POLICY 
If a tournament cannot be completed by the end of the day on April 27, and each team has completed at least one tournament 
contest, the highest remaining seed will be the Conference's champion and automatic qualifier to the NCAA tournament. 
Otherwise, the top seed as determined by the regular season will receive the automatic qualifier. 

 
IV. EXPENSES 
The host institution is responsible for securing and paying the personnel needed to ensure the best possible operation of the 
playoff contests, including: 

• security 
• official scorer 
• public address announcer.  

 
All game management expenses are paid by the host institution.  The host institution will be reimbursed for officiating 
expenses.  Hosts should complete the attached budget report and return to the Conference Office immediately following the 
tournament. 



V. CHAMPIONSHIP TROPHY 
The previous year's champion is responsible for bringing the championship trophy to the championship site.  The 
trophy must be engraved (updated) by the previous year's champion. 
 
The Centennial Conference championship trophy will be presented immediately following the conclusion of the championship 
game. Both teams are requested to return to their respective benches after post-game handshakes. A short ceremony will 
follow with the captain(s) being called forward to receive the trophy. 
 
VI.  CHAMPIONSHIP ADMINISTRATION 
A conference call will be conducted at 11 a.m. on Monday, April 21, to review administration for the championship.  Head 
coaches, athletic administrators and SIDs are requested to participate.  Please review pages 30-32 of the Centennial 
Conference Manual for more information. 
 
Awards Ceremony 
The Centennial Conference championship trophy will be presented immediately following the conclusion of the championship 
game. Both teams are requested to return to their respective benches after post-game handshakes. A short ceremony will 
follow with the captain(s) being called forward to receive the trophy. 
 
Balls 
The Conference does not have an official ball.  During competition, the balls shall be changed after the second set in a match.  
Practice balls must be provided by the competing teams. 
 
Coaching and Playing- Court  Rest rict ions 
Coaching by the head coach or one designated assistant coach, who shall be approved by the institution, will be permitted at 
the championships, provided it does not interfere with play. It is expected that a coach or administrator be present at the 
match. If there is no assistant, a player not participating in that match may serve as an assistant. These are the only 
individuals who will be permitted to coach. For the team championship, these individuals shall be designated when the team 
lineup is submitted. Coaches may be re-designated before the singles or doubles matches. Only one coach per court may 
coach at one time. 
No one other than the participants will be allowed on the playing court or on an adjacent court, except in case of injury or 
illness. A coach or designated assistant coach may sit (or stand, if the facilities dictate) near the net post. A coach may change 
courts when his movement will not interrupt play. Coaching is permitted by coaches standing anywhere outside the fence 
surrounding the court, as long as this does not distract the other player during a point. Coaches may coach on the playing area 
only during a changeover. 
 
Defaults 
Any player(s) not ready to play after the match is called is subject to the United States Tennis Association's (USTA) penalty for 
delay of match.  (Refer to the USTA rules book "Friend at Court")  Any player who acts in any way that is not in the best 
interest of the game also may be defaulted.  Additionally, misconduct by a coach will result in a first warning and further 
misconduct will warrant removal from the match.  This decision will be made by the referee and/or games committee. 
 
Inclement  Weather Policy / Indoor Court  Locat ion 
In the event of inclement weather, the host institution will make provision for indoor back-up courts.  The courts must conform 
to ITA rules.  This is not a reimbursable expense. 
 
Locker Room Assignments 
Information provided by host institutions during conference call. 
 
Off icials 
A referee shall be hired for each match of the championship.  Responsibilities include: 
 

1. Ensuring that the championships are conducted according to the rules of the USTA and ITA with modifications 
approved by the NCAA Division III Tennis Committees. 

2. Ruling on defaults, whether having to do with tardiness or improper conduct. 
3. Helping to schedule matches and terminate play due to weather or darkness. 
4. Rendering decision necessary to ensure proper conduct and operation of the championship. 

 
The referee shall be within driving distance of the championship and shall receive ground transportation expenses, not to 
exceed 400 miles round-trip, based on 43 cents per mile (must be over 50 miles).  Hotel expenses (excluding incidentals) for 
officials required to stay overnight at the championship site shall be paid by the host institution and later reimbursed by the 
Conference. 
 



Playing Rules 
The USTA and ITA rules will be followed, unless superseded by modifications adopted by the NCAA Men’s and Women’s 
Tennis Committee. The following modifications have been adopted by the committee: 

1. Changes in the lineup for extenuating circumstances must be requested two hours before the scheduled start of the 
match to the chair of the games committee. The games committee has the right to review and, if necessary, overrule a 
coach’s decision regarding a lineup change, based on the ability of the players and the matches during the last half of the 
season. 
2. The Intercollegiate Tennis Association carry-over rule will be in effect for the entire championships period (both team 
and individual). Penalties may be carried over to the institution’s next match. The ITA carry-over rule will commence with 
the first- and second-round matches. Penalties may be carried over from first- and second-round sites, to the institution’s 
or individual’s next match at the finals site. 

 
Rest  Periods and Injury Timeouts 
When changing sides, the players may take a maximum rest period of 90 seconds. There is a two-minute rest period between 
all sets.  Team championship singles play will begin 10 minutes after the doubles points have been concluded. 
 
In the event of injury, the USTA rules will be modified.  Aggressive treatment of open wounds or skin lesions should be 
followed.  In particular, whenever an athletics participant suffers a laceration or wound where oozing or bleeding occurs, the 
match should be stopped at the earliest possible time, and the player should be given the appropriate medical treatment.  The 
student-athlete should not return to the match without approval of medical personnel. 
 
A student-athlete who is bleeding should be addressed consistent with the aggressive-treatment statement above. While the 
wound is being attended, an assessment of the individual’s skin, uniform and equipment should be made by medical 
personnel. All blood on the skin should be thoroughly cleaned. Any equipment, including tape, padding or uniform, that is 
saturated with blood should be changed. 
 
Other participants at the time of the injury should be evaluated by medical personnel for the presence of blood from the injured 
student-athlete. All blood on the skin of non-bleeding individuals should be thoroughly cleaned. Any equipment, including tape, 
padding or uniform, that is saturated with blood should be changed. 
 
The time needed for the procedure necessary to treat this type of injury will not be charged as an injury timeout. 
 
Uniforms 
All competitors should wear exclusively the official uniform of their institution during competition, warm-up for competition, 
interviews and the awards ceremonies. All players on each team are expected to wear the same team uniform at the start of 
the match. Apparel bearing professional sports team logos cannot be worn. 
 
Warm- up 
Players will have a maximum of five minutes for warm-up before a match.  However, if the teams have not been able to take 
their 30-minute warm-up before the start of the team match, a 10-minute warm-up is permitted.  The umpire is the timekeeper. 
 
If a match in progress is stopped because of rain, the participants will have a 10-minute warm-up with opponents if the delay 
has been less than one hour.  If the delay has been one hour or more, the participants will have a 20-minute warm-up with 
their teammates and a five minute warm-up with their opponents.  If the start of a match has been delayed, the teams will have 
their full one-hour warm-up. 
 
If inclement weather occurs, the head referee and games committee will state a reasonable time for the resumption or start of 
a match and will determine if and when matches will move indoors. 
 
VI.  SPECIAL REQUESTS 
 
Filming /  Videotaping 
If teams need special arrangements for videotaping its contest, please contact the host institution ASAP. 
 
Laundry Service 
Teams should contact the top seed prior to Saturday if they will require laundry service after Saturday's game.  
Requests on Saturday may not be able to be accommodated. 
 
Training /  M edical Services 
Please contact the host institution ASAP if you have special needs so that arrangements can be made. 
 
 



VII. HOST INSTITUTION RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
Tournament  Manager/ Director:  

Athlet ic Trainer:  

Sports Informat ion Director: 

 
Budget   
The home institution is responsible for securing and paying the personnel needed to ensure the best possible operation of the 
playoff contest(s). All game management expenses are paid by the host institution and are not reimbursable by the 
Conference. 
 
Crowd Control   
The responsibility for crowd control rests with the director of athletics of the host institution.  Host institutions must provide 
adequate security and ushers for effective crowd management. The host Director of Athletics or Senior Woman Administrator 
shall be prepared to use the public address system at the first sign of unsportsmanlike crowd behavior and request 
cooperation in maintaining proper playing conditions.  The following announcement should be made: 
 

"The Centennial Conference promotes good sportsmanship by student-athletes, coaches and spectators.  
We request your cooperation by supporting the participants and officials in a positive manner.  Profanity, 
racial or sexist comments, or other intimidating actions directed at officials, student-athletes, coaches or 
team representatives will not be tolerated and are grounds for removal from the site." 

 
Game Programs  
The host institution is responsible for the production of 200 for the semifinals and championship game.   
 
Stat ist ics 
The host Director of Sports Information is responsible for contacting the following outlets with the score and submitting a copy 
of the official scoring summary immediately following the contest:  NCAA, Conference Office, the SIDs of all participating 
playoff teams, and to local and regional media. 

 
Tickets  
No admission charge will be assessed at the tournament. 

 
Videotapes, Films and St ill Photographs  
Institutions are permitted to videotape championship competition by their teams for archival, coaching or instructional 
purposes.  An institutional representative shall contact the event coordinator at the host site for camera space at the site. 
 
 
 
 


